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INFORMATION BULLETIN

The following topics have been identified as being of interest to the Community Cohesion and Inclusion Delivery Partnership Board.
Board members may wish to obtain further information by contacting the person indicated against each item.  
The Big Lunch
When is it?

The organisers are aiming for an even bigger Big Lunch in its second year, on Sunday 18th July 2010. 

What is it?

A Big Lunch can be anything from simply getting together with your immediate neighbours – in a garden, on the street – through to organising a bigger street party, with food, bunting and music, that quite literally stops the traffic.

Who’s taking part?

Over 9 million people have indicated they want to get involved in the next Big Lunch, and 85% of people who participated in 2009 have said that they’re looking to organise one for 2010.

The chances are that someone in your own street is already interested. The organisers will be launching a new website that allows you to ‘find’ people in your neighbourhood who’d like to get together to make something exciting happen on 18th July 2010.
	The Big Lunch team at info@thebiglunch.com or
http://www.thebiglunch.com/the-big-lunch-2010.php
Allison Coleman
(allison.coleman@suffolk.gov.uk) 

Social Inclusion Co-ordinator

Social Inclusion & Diversity

Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2BX. 


	Extension: 720 5160
External Line: 01473 265160


New Approach to ESOL Update

The New Approach to ESOL is being implemented across the country.  All top tier Local authorities have been requested to work with other local strategic partners:

· To identify and ‘prioritise’ local groups currently excluded from ESOL provision 

· To consider gaps in current ESOL provision in terms of serving the identified groups

· To pull together all local funding and services to support the identified groups of learners and capture agreed way forward in a local action plan

· Support organisations and providers to make changes to their services to meet the needs of the identified groups of learners
In Suffolk a steering group has been formed which includes representatives from voluntary and community sector providers, Suffolk County Council and the LSC.  Input has been obtained from other partners via a questionnaire and a workshop that was held on 3 November 2009.  

As a result of all of the input received, the priority groups for Suffolk that have been selected are:

· Young people 14 – 19 years

· Women with caring responsibilities/families

· Migrants settled communities

The action plan sets out plans for addressing the ESOL needs of these groups.  Provision will also continue for other groups of ESOL learners.  Due to the constraints of some funding streams on the qualification level of ESOL to be provided, it will impact on the amount of change that it is possible to make.

Once the action plan is finalised, consideration will be given about how to target the ESOL element of the Migration Impacts Fund grant to help to address gaps in provision for the priority groups.

For further information, please contact:
	Allison Coleman 

(allison.coleman@suffolk.gov.uk) 

Social Inclusion Co-ordinator

Social Inclusion and Diversity

Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2BX. 


	Extension: 720 5160
External Line: 01473 265160



Bookstart
Bookstart is a national programme that aims to provide a free pack of books to every baby, toddler and 3 year old in the UK.

All Bookstart packs are now free to parents and children through different schemes in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. They are supplied to parents through gifting partners such as health visitors, libraries and early years settings. Child minders and other early years professionals may purchase packs for their own use.
Furthermore, children whose first language is not English can be supplied with a dual language book, from a list of 25 languages, as well as guidance materials for their parents or carers.  There are also additional packs available for visually and hearing impaired children.
Bookstart activities were launched in Suffolk libraries in October 2005. These activities are free for young children and their parents or carers.

To facilitate the messages concerning this free service to be spread as widely as possible, could you please endeavour to raise awareness of this service to any hard to reach groups/vulnerable communities through your networks and partnership meetings.

See the Bookstart website for more information:

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/LeisureAndCulture/Libraries/ChildrensLibrary/Bookstart/Bookstart.htm
or contact:

	Jo Dixon 
(jo.dixon@suffolk.gov.uk)
Early Years Librarian

Adult and Community Service Office 

Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2BX
	Extension: 720 4735
External Line: 01473 264735
Mobile: 07921 944 378



Information on Prescription

Suffolk Information on Prescription is a countywide service helping people who fall over frequently or who have memory loss/dementia, diabetes, high blood pressure, obesity or depression, get quality information to help with everyday living. 
When you have such a condition you may need all kinds of information at different stages during your illness or recovery.  You may need to plan for the future or find out about books, self-help, and advice or support services in the community. As a carer you may also want to find out what help is available.

Suffolk County Council is working in partnership with Suffolk Mental Health Partnership Trust, NHS Suffolk, voluntary organisations, and, most importantly, people who have the conditions and carers to provide appropriate, reliable and up-to-date information.

After receiving your Information Prescription you can access all the recommended information from any computer on our website at:

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/informationonprescription
If you do not have access to a computer the person giving you the prescription may be able to help, or you can go to any Suffolk library.  If you would like to access the information privately in the library or if you want help you may need to make an appointment. Please contact your local library manager to arrange this.
For further information please contact:
	Sue Nicholson

(sue.nicholson@suffolk.gov.uk) 

Suffolk Record Office
77 Raingate Street
Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR

	Mobile: 07872 699153.


Mobile Library Service
Libraries are very keen to work with colleagues and partners to extend their services, increase their membership and to support events in Suffolk.

Over 200 villages and hamlets are visited by Suffolk's six mobile libraries, with 699 individual stops including 80 plus community stops. Following the route review, there are now 59 separate mobile library routes which operate on a fortnightly rota.  Each of the 59 mobile routes are listed on their website, showing the individual stopping times and locations in each village.
There are now five satellite equipped mobile libraries spread around the county providing access to the SCC network and the wider internet.

However, these mobile libraries are mainly left idle at weekends and Libraries are keen to ensure that they are being used as much as possible during these times. 

They will consider any event, no matter how small, they attend fete’s, festivals, WI meetings etc. so long as the event is for the benefit of Suffolk people.    However, there can be no overnight stops and obviously the location needs to be suitable (ie. no ploughed fields).

Minimal costs are involved to cover the driver’s hours and a small charge for the mobile unit itself.   Please promote this service within your networks and partnership meetings.

For further information, please contact:

	Elisabeth Harrison

(elisabeth.harrison@suffolk.gov.uk) 
Service Development Librarian

Adult and Community Service Office 

Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2BX
	Extension: 720 0455
External Line: 01473 260455



BRIGHTSPACE

BRIGHTSPACE is a unique concept of a not-for-profit Social Enterprise Park conveniently located near the centre of Ipswich at 160 Hadleigh Road, for organisations and individuals driven by a social purpose.  Suffolk ACRE want to continue to facilitate the creation of organisations and hopefully extend and strengthen the Third Sector in Suffolk even further by using core values to create an atmosphere that can help other social enterprise organisations be successful.

BRIGHTSPACE is for people looking for offices within an innovative space with others of like mind, who are concerned with tackling the social, environmental, cultural and economic challenges faced by communities today.

Enthusiastic and motivated social enterprises need facilities to match their needs.

BRIGHTSPACE is unique in its philosophy and in the support it provides to tenants. It offers flexible and affordable office space supplemented with a comprehensive range of business, IT and administrative support from like minded people.
There are also 4 meeting rooms available for hire.

For more information, visit the website at: www.brightspace.org
	Email enquiries about BRIGHTSPACE to info@brightspace.org
	External Line: 
0845 2500 508
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