Low Carbon Champions
Below is a précis of the Low Carbon Champions Project and the benefits for businesses in getting involved.
About the project
The project will look to support businesses in meeting their carbon commitments in a sustainable way. This will be achieved as follows:

· Develop 1-2 Low Carbon Champions in 75 SME businesses in Suffolk over 3 years

· Each champion will receive 30 hours of mentoring and support that will enable them to:

· Assess the carbon reduction needs of the business and present findings to senior management

· Identify and implement carbon saving projects that benefit the performance of the organisation
· Evaluate the success of the projects and identify new areas of improvement

· Champions, and the businesses they represent, will be invited to a number of interactive seminars and network events

· Champions, and the businesses they represent, will work towards the ANSWER Carbon Charter (a cut down version of the Carbon Trust Standard for smaller companies)
· Champions, and the businesses they represent, will be able to apply for a grant of up to £5k that can be used to buy energy saving equipment or make carbon reducing modifications to their premises

· Champions, and the businesses they represent, will get a free Carbon Audit from the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership

The project is cash funded by ERDF with the grant scheme funded by Suffolk County Council. The main delivery partner is the Green Light Trust who submitted the original concept bid to ERDF with Suffolk County Council. The ERDF team rated the project concept as one of the best they have seen.
Benefits to SME businesses
Businesses will be able to benefit from the project in a number of ways:
Free advice over a substantial period of time, matched with a carbon audit and action plan and access to a grant scheme for business improvements. 

The support provided help businesses save costs, meet regulatory requirements and improve their marketability 

There will be considerable press coverage for the project provided by the EADT and Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to highlight businesses that have made a commitment to reducing their environmental impact. Taking part in the project will therefore have positive PR implications.
Benefits to Project Partners
Project partners will benefit from:

· Being able to offer more to their client base

· Being able to demonstrate their commitment to a low carbon economy

· The LCC project will being one of the key projects in the Suffolk Greenest County showcase and therefore benefitting from their association with it
