Paper B

Creating the Greenest County
Food and Farming Working Group
Food policy for Suffolk
A working group was attended by; Yvonne Moores, Suffolk County Council; Josiah Meldrum, Sustainable Bungay; Julie West, Tastes of Anglia; Lucy Wyatt; David Barker, Creating the Greenest County; Polly Robinson, Food Safari; Louise Davey, Suffolk Agricultural Association; John Cousins, the Wildlife Trusts; Iain Dunnett, Creating the Greenest County.

The discussion at the working group identified issues that could be addressed by a food policy for Suffolk. The following list is representative of the issues that were discussed having been grouped into areas relevant to the food and farming sector. At this stage I have not attempted to answer the questions posed, merely to indicate the areas which such a policy would need to address and to inform discussion at the board meeting;
1. Planning – 
· At a local, regional and national level, is food supply considered in the assessment of planning applications and in local development frameworks? 
· Planning call in/ enquiry issues,
· Effects /opportunity with supermarkets, 

· Safeguarding of allotments and green space in planning proposals. 
2. Lobbying and strategy- 
· Who lobbies for a county level interest?
· If a strategy cannot be achieved a series of pilots in different parts of the county maybe a way forward to develop exemplars,
· Who produces the strategy?  –could be completed through the Community Strategy, Creating the Greenest County and Suffolk County Council route.
3. Education-
· Coordination of efforts by different organisations in this area,
· Identifies a need to develop long term behaviour change.
4. Production and economy – 
· What support do small producers require?
· How do we get non perfect fruit and vegetables into the market?
· What is the definition of local production?
· Will the food hub increase confidence of producers and enable increased production and new markets?
· How does an overriding pattern of intensive agriculture, global markets and cheap food fit with a county wide food policy?
· Are other vehicles, such as the Business to Business platform operated by Chamber of Commerce, fully utilised by the food sector?
· Quality assurance of local food – is this needed and how to achieve?
· How to develop the right skills to support local food production?
5. Logistics and distribution – 
· How can the environmental impact of these be reduced?
· How much work will the food hub complete in this area?
6. Promotion and marketing – 
· Do Tastes of Anglia and other organisations support the sector at a county level?
· Who should lead on food promotion at the county level – Choose Suffolk?

· Is further branding required i.e. “made in Suffolk”?
7. Events- 
· Further coordination of support/ corporate sponsorship for food events required at county and national levels,
· Need for a high level conference in 2011 to raise the issues,
· Need for subsidising of small producers to attend national events under a Suffolk banner.
8. Food security – 
· Can this be considered in a county wide plan or is it our role to lobby for better national recognition of this issue?
· Greater self sufficiency to be encouraged,
· How to factor in food and fuel shortages?
9. Consumer – 
· How to encourage further purchasing of seasonal and non exotic fruit and vegetables?
· How does local food purchasing perform against procurement regulations in public sector? 
· Social elements such as affordability, equality, low incomes, local shops and facilities, community hubs, social enterprise and mobility have to be factored into the policy.
10. Audit – 
· Can the food hub provide an audit of what’s out there including infrastructure i.e. vets and abattoirs
· Need to make comparisons with what is happening in other areas, such as Bristol and London, on same issue

11. Healthy eating -
· Further cooperation with PCT’s, NHS and Healthy Ambitions needed in this area.
12. Environmental impact –
· The complete supply chain could be subject to carbon foot printing if  linked into carbon calculators,
· All events to meet environmental standards on waste management,
· Standards to be developed for producers to achieve environmental recognition,
· Link  policy into climate change,
· Need to factor in water management scenario particularly important to Suffolk’s climate.
