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Suffolk Climate Action Plan (SCAP): Progress Update to May 2010
David Walton, Suffolk Climate Change Partnership Manager, July 2010

	Following publication of the SCAP in July 2009, the Suffolk Strategic Partnership asked the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership to provide six-monthly updates to the Creating the Greenest County (CtGC) Executive Group on progress against the Actions contained within the Plan. 

This second update summarises progress to date and accompanies the full submission (Excel document: SCAP Apr 2009 to May 2010). Key highlights of this work are briefly profiled, as well as areas which require further work.
Lead Partners in this work are listed in Appendix 1.




1. General progress:

Lead contacts have returned their progress updates and graded them on the following criteria, recording tonnes of CO2 saved where possible.
· Green: 

· Action has been completed, OR 

· Ongoing Target / Success criteria are being measured appropriately and met such that progress against the Action is on schedule for delivery within the Timescale.
· Red: 

· Target / Success criteria not being met such that Action is not on schedule for delivery within the Timescale, OR 
· Target / Success criteria not being measured with sufficient accuracy to determine status, OR 

· No information was returned by Lead Contact. 
	67 Actions are ‘Green’, up from 58 in Oct 2009

8 Actions are ‘Red’, down from 17



2. Highlights:
· The free Environmental Business Advisor Service provided 100 SME resource-efficiency audits over the year (taking total supported to more than 188 businesses), generating potential savings in excess of £315,000 and 1500 tonnes of CO2 per annum. This successful service was key to attracting a further £250,000 of European funding to support the ‘Low Carbon Champions’ project, an initiative to support 75 small businesses with training and grants to embed a carbon-reduction ethos. The Service is also central to the delivery of the ANSWER project’s ‘Suffolk Carbon Charter’.
· The Greener Homes DIY Scheme has provided over £130,000 worth of energy-efficiency and insulation products to householders in 12 targeted communities (supported by EERA Regional Housing Pot).

· ‘Creating the Greenest Communities’, a network currently consisting of over 40 communities across Suffolk, has been launched to provide support and training to new and established community groups to share best practice, ideas and resources, so encouraging the development of further projects.  
· A very strong collaborative approach is demonstrated between and within the four CtGC delivery partnerships: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Flood Risk Management and Waste. In particular please note strong performance versus targets across the Biodiversity and Waste themes.  
· The Joint Emergency Planning Unit launched its Community Resilience project on 26 Apr 2010.  This is aimed at encouraging local community groups to become involved in preparing for emergencies and identifying what they can do to help themselves in the initial stages of any incident. This is supported by advice and information on a dedicated website (www.getpreparednow.com).  Further development of this approach during summer 2010 will look at developing networks in larger urban areas and a wider range of community groups.
· OrbisEnergy: Progress in establishing itself as a centre of excellence for the offshore energy industry has continued apace despite tough economic conditions. Occupancy has almost doubled at 85%, up from 43% in Oct 2009.

· Schools: 200 schools have signed up to eco-schools, while all state schools in Suffolk now have a travel plan in place.
3. Future work
· The SCCP is working with Bright Green, a social enterprise based in Lowestoft, to develop a multi-million pound project to retrofit domestic properties with insulation and energy efficient heating in two wards (Ipswich and Lowestoft).  The funding for the project will be sought from the energy supply companies via the Community Energy Saving Programme and European Regional Development Funding streams.
· A project (‘SABRE’ – Support and advice to Businesses around Renewable Energy) is being developed to provide a free, independent advice service for small businesses to investigate the practical and economic feasibility of installing renewable energy generation equipment.  This will also be supported by a bid to the European Regional Development Fund.
Appendix 1
Lead Partners:

Anglian Water

Babergh District Council

Creating the Greenest County Delivery Partnership
Eastex

Energy Saving Trust

Environment Agency

Essex & Suffolk Water

Forest Heath District Council

Ipswich Borough Council

Mid-Suffolk District Council

St Edmundsbury Borough Council

Suffolk Acre

Suffolk Association of Local Councils

Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership

Suffolk Climate Change Partnership
Suffolk Coastal District Council

Suffolk County Council

Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit

Suffolk Primary Care Trust

Suffolk Resilience Forum

Suffolk Strategic Partnership

Suffolk Waste Partnership

University Campus Suffolk

Waveney District Council
