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Suffolk Roadsafe Partnership
whAt is the PARTNERSHIP Board BEING asked to decide?

1.     To note the progress being made by the Roadsafe Partnership.

   2.
To consider whether there are wider opportunities within the Safer Suffolk Partnership to support the work of the Roadsafe Partnership.
WHAT ARE THE KEY ISSUES TO CONSIDER?

3.     Resource Implications (Pooled/aligned funding, Human Resources etc)


Depends on para 2 above.
4.     Performance & Risk Implications 


Depends on para 2 above.
5.
Partnership Implications (SSP, LSP’s, Children’s Trust, CSP’s etc)


Depends on para 2 above.

WHAT ARE THE TIMESCALES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS DECISION?

6.      The 2009/10 and 2010/11 financial years.
	Sources of further information

Dedicated road safety web site www.suffolkroadsafe.net


7.     In 2007 Suffolk created a multi-agency Suffolk Roadsafe Partnership. Its core objectives (derived from Suffolk’s Local Transport Plan, the Police Authorities Policing Plan, the Highway Agency’s Area Safety Action Plan and other related documents) include:

· Increasing road safety awareness

· Reducing road casualties

8.     The Partnership comprises representatives from Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk Safety Camera Partnership (Safecam), the Highways Agency and the East of England Ambulance Service. These agencies work together to provide the best possible use of resources and road safety expertise from many different disciplines. It is the key mechanism for agreeing how the relevant organisations will co-operate to promote road safety in Suffolk, and for ensuring their effectiveness. Unlike some other regional partnerships Suffolk’s is headed by a Board of senior politicians and officers who are able to influence policies and strategies. 
9.  The Roadsafe Board oversees an Officer Steering Group which in turn    oversees the work of a Communications Group, a Performance and Challenge Group and the Safecam Management Group. The Board and groups all meet quarterly to a planned schedule of reporting dates.
10.   Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet, in January 2007, agreed that the Portfolio Holders for Roads and Transport and for Public Protection should represent the County Council, along with the Directors for Environment and Transport and for Public Protection.

11.    Since its inception the Partnership has overseen:

· The dissemination of research reports (e.g. HGV’s, older drivers, 17-24 year olds, casualty ethnicity, motorcyclists)

· A calendar of co-ordinated activities

· A change to a whole police force perspective to road safety

· Partnership policies (e.g. a single anti-speeding strategy and a focused marketing strategy)

· the creation of a dynamic web site www.suffolkroadsafe.net that is the window of the Partnership

· the creation of data-led, focused Action Plans for 2008, and 2009/10.
12.   Recent casualty reduction has been good. The 2008 road fatalities, at 31, were the lowest in the last 10 years. The number of road users killed or seriously injured (KSI) consistently reduced between 2004 and 2007 although 2008 figures (around 364) were disappointing. Child KSI’s are low and the 2008 figure of 28 was below the target for the year. Slightly injured road users have also continued to reduce, with around 2294 recorded in 2008. The 2009/10 Action Plan focuses on 4 key actions – to reduce speeding, to not drink and drive, to not use a mobile phone whilst driving and to ensure seat belts are worn. Other actions deal with all types of road users and all age groups, providing a comprehensive, whilst challenging road safety strategy for Suffolk.
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