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A COUNTYWIDE APPROACH TO THE CRIMINAL DAMAGE PROBLEM

whAt is the PARTNERSHIP BOARD BEING asked to decide?

1. To establish a county group to develop a long term strategy for dealing with the criminal damage problem in the county. 

2. To agree the composition of the group.

WHAT ARE THE KEY ISSUES TO CONSIDER?

1) Criminal damage accounts for some 25% of all crime recorded in Suffolk and is believed to be under reported.

2) Local initiatives to reduce criminal damage tend to be aimed at educating the victim rather than tackling the offender.

3) Partnership Implications (SSP, LSP’s, Children’s Trust, CSP’s etc)


There are a number of partnerships which underpin the delivery of the LAA2 targets. This report, and the supporting performance summary should be shared and discussed with them.

WHAT ARE THE TIMESCALES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS DECISION?
LAA2 will run until March 2011

criminal damage

1. Criminal damage accounts for about 25% of all recorded crime within Suffolk and there is still believed to be large scale un-reporting, not only from the public who may feel there is little point in reporting incidents but also from the District and County Council who will often just repair street furniture etc once it has been damaged rather than reporting it to the police.

2. Current initiatives aimed at reducing criminal damage run by the police and Community Safety Partnerships in the main centre on the education of potential victims on how to avoid incidents of criminal damage happening to them. Only when considering criminal damage occurring in the night time economy is an element of targeting the offender seen. Very little of this is aimed at young people.

3. Detailed research carried out by Lancaster University on behalf of the Lancashire Crime and Reduction Partnership ( Daring to damage – an investigation of young peoples motivations to commit acts of criminal damage in the North West of England), revealed that young people often see criminal damage as a victimless crime, especially when the damage involved public property.  Young people also did not consider the long term consequences of being involved in criminal damage, a possible criminal record that may hold them back later in life.

4. Suffolk needs to develop a strategy for engagement with young people to highlight the issues around criminal damage. This will need to delivered through schools, youth groups, events such as crucial crew, county programmes and media campaigns. The strategy will need to highlight the cost of damage, what could be provided for young people if the cost to the District and County councils were reduced because of lower levels of damage, the personal costs to young people who could damage the career prospects with a criminal record and the social responsibility for the areas in which they live.

5. Any countywide group would need representation from each of the CSP’s, the County Council Community Safety Department, Suffolk Constabulary, education departments, Suffolk Youth and Connexions and would need a media representative.
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