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Local Area Agreement

  Joint Scrutiny Panel


Notes of the meeting held on 9 June 2009 at 10.30 am in the Video Conferencing Room, St Edmunds House, Ipswich

Present:

Councillors:  Michael Bond, Richard Cave, Helen Levack, Martin Redbond and Mary Rudd. 

Independent Community Members: John Levantis, Janet Royce, Tony Sheppard and Graham Steel.
Officers:  

Susan Millington (Committee Administrator, Suffolk County Council), Sarah Harvey (Scrutiny Officer, Suffolk County Council) and Jenny Wilson (Partnership Manager, Suffolk County Council).

Apologies were received from Councillor Bill Bishop, Rachel Sloane and Richard Tucker.

	1. 
	Welcome and Introductions/Declarations of interest

	
	The Chairman welcomed members and officers to the meeting.  

There were no declarations of interest.



	2.
	Confirmation of Notes of Meeting held on 25 March 2009

	
	The notes of the meeting held on 25 March 2009 were agreed as an accurate record of decisions.



	3.
	Suffolk’s Carbon Footprint Scrutiny Sub Group – Final Report

	
	John Levantis, Chairman, Greenest County Sub Group presented the final report ‘Delivering Reduction in Suffolk’s Carbon Footprint’ to the Panel.  Matt Hullis, Specialist Leader - Environment Strategy was also present.   The Panel considered the final outcomes and recommendations.  

The Panel noted that the Sub Group had not seen the Suffolk Climate Action Plan (SCAP).  However it was noted that Recommendation 7 referred to this and plans for possible future scrutiny of its progress.  The Panel also agreed that it would decide at its September meeting whether or not it wished to scrutinise the final SCAP.
Sarah Harvey Scrutiny Officer advised the Panel that a log would be kept of all future Panel Sub Group recommendations in order that progress against outcomes could be monitored.

The Panel agreed:

i) the final outcomes and recommendations as set out in the final report;

ii) that the report be submitted to the following groups:

a) Creating the Greenest County Executive Group on 21 July 09;

b) the Suffolk Strategic Partnership (SSP) Board on 25 June 09;

c) the Performance Management Group on 9 July 09

d) the Greenest County Delivery Partnership Board on 21 October 09;

iii) that the Chairman of the Sub Group should attend the SSP Board meeting to present the report;

iv) that the relevant recommendations be highlighted when sending out the final report to the relevant organisations;

v) that progress against outcomes be logged and that the panel review whether it wished to scrutinise the final SCAP at its September 09 meeting.



	4.
	Community Cohesion and Inclusion Sub Group - Scoping

	
	Due to Rachel Sloane, Chairman of the Sub Group, having given her apologies, Graham steel introduced the draft objectives of scrutiny to the Panel on her behalf. 

Sarah Harvey advised the Panel that there were 5 witnesses expected to give evidence at the Sub Group’s next meeting which was taking place on 8 July 09.

The Panel agreed the objectives of scrutiny for the Community Cohesion and Inclusion Scrutiny Sub Group as set out in the draft documentation.



	5.
	Economic Development Information Session

	
	The Panel received a PowerPoint presentation from Jai Raithatha and Helen Utteridge on economic development in Suffolk.  The Panel had previously been sent a copy of the Economic Prosperity Delivery Partnership Action Plan.  

The Panel agreed to set up an Economic Development Sub Group and that membership would include Janet Royce, John Levantis and Tony Sheppard.  It was also agreed that Councillor representation on the sub group be confirmed outside of the meeting.  




	6.
	Forward Work Programme

	
	The Panel considered the proposed draft forward work programme.

Sarah Harvey also advised the Panel that, as stated in the Information Bulletin, the Suffolk Strategic Partnership Board at its meeting on 2 April 2009 had not agreed to the change of name and terms of reference for the Panel.  It was noted that no officer or member from the Panel had been able to attend the Board meeting in order to present the report.

The Panel agreed:

i) that the area for the information session at the next Panel meeting would be Sport and Culture;

ii) that a letter be sent from the Chairman of the Panel to the Chairman of Suffolk’s Health Scrutiny Committee to request it consider whether to add Health Inequalities to its forward work programme;

iii) that the Panel would produce an annual report;

iv) that a further request to change the name of the Panel go to the SSP Board at its November meeting and that the Panel be represented at the meeting in order to present the report.




The meeting closed at 12.55 pm
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