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Information Bulletin

1
Place Survey Results

This bulletin provides Panel with an update on the publication of the results of the Place Survey 2008.

The Place Survey is a postal survey which provides information on people's perceptions of their local area and the local services they receive.   The survey collects information on 18 national indicators for local government, used to measure local government performance for 152 county councils, metropolitan district councils, London boroughs and unitary authorities. While the Place Survey is primarily intended for use at a local level, national and regional results are also provided for benchmarking purposes.
The Place Survey was carried out nationally between September and December 2008 with over 11,000 responses in Suffolk. Final results were due for release in March 2009.   However, due to some local authorities querying these results, this was delayed until 23 June 2009.


The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has now released most of the place survey results, including the outcomes for the 18 National Indicators.   They have yet to forward on the entire data set or to give an estimation of when they will, which is limiting any analysis work.

A full analysis of the data for Suffolk will be provided to the Panel on the release of the full data set from DCLG.  The data released so far is available from the link below.

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/placesurvey2008
For further information, please contact: Julian Brown, Consultation and Engagement Manager, Tel: 01473 265305, Email: julian.brown@suffolk.gov.uk 
2
Economic Development Scrutiny Sub Group

At the Local Area Agreement Joint Scrutiny Panel meeting on 9 June 2009 it was agreed that a scrutiny sub group would be set up to look at the Economic Development Delivery Partnership.  Three members (all Independent Community Members (ICMs)) were identified at the meeting and it was agreed that the Scrutiny Officer would e-mail other Panel members to try to identify one more volunteer, who should be an elected member.  Subsequently one of those ICMs withdrew, but one elected member volunteered.  No other volunteers were forthcoming and this delayed the arrangements for the first meeting.  At least one more member is needed for this sub group.

The Committee Administrator is currently trying to find one more volunteer and to arrange a date for the first meeting.

The Forward Work Programme for July showed that the sub group should be presenting its draft Objectives of Scrutiny to this meeting, but as the sub group has not met this has not been possible.  Subject to the agreement of the Panel members, these objectives, once they are drafted, could be cleared via e-mail to prevent any further delay.

For further information, please contact: Sarah Harvey, Scrutiny Officer

Tel: 01473 265553, Email: sarah.harvey@suffolk.gov.uk
3
Greenest County Scrutiny Sub group – progress of final Report

The minutes of the meeting of 9 June 2009 show that the Panel agreed:

i) the final outcomes and recommendations as set out in the final report;

ii) that the report be submitted to the following groups:

a) Creating the Greenest County Executive Group on 21 July 09;

b) the Suffolk Strategic Partnership (SSP) Board on 25 June 09;

c) the Performance Management Group on 9 July 09

d) the Greenest County Delivery Partnership Board on 21 October 09;

iii) that the Chairman of the Sub Group should attend the SSP Board meeting to present the report;

iv) that the relevant recommendations be highlighted when sending out the final report to the relevant organisations;

v) that progress against outcomes be logged and that the panel review whether it wished to scrutinise the final SCAP at its September 09 meeting.
Since the meeting the Scrutiny Officer has been involved in discussions and e-mail exchanges with officers supporting those Boards and Panels, and with the Chairman of the SSP Board, and it has not proved possible to follow all these recommendations. In consultation with the of the Vice Chairman of the Panel it was agreed that the report would progress through the Boards as follows:

Creating the Greenest County Delivery Partnership Executive Group – 21 July 2009

Performance Management Group – 24 September 2009

Creating the Greenest County Delivery Partnership Board – 21 October 2009

Suffolk Strategic Partnership (SSP) Board – 4 November 2009

This will allow for sufficient time at each meeting to present and discuss the report, and will also allow the report to progress and be considered appropriately before moving on to the next level.  The report will finally be presented to SSP Board, who will be able to review the responses and actions at each of the previous stages, and decide if it considers the responses and actions sufficient and if enough progress has been made, or whether they need to ask for further action.

For further information, please contact: Sarah Harvey, Scrutiny Officer

Tel: 01473 265553, Email: sarah.harvey@suffolk.gov.uk
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