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Question and Answer sheet
1. Who are Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) accountable to? 

LSPs are accountable to their respective District/Borough Councils. There is no accountability from district LSPs to the county LSP or vice versa.
2. Is there any statutory requirement for LSPs in terms of accountability? 

No, LSPs are not statutory bodies. The only legal requirement is for areas to produce a sustainable community strategy. Local Authorities are expected to do this with the engagement of partner organisations and therefore is often developed by the LSP in partnership.  Some areas choose not to establish their own LSP (e.g. Cambridgeshire) and others (e.g. West Suffolk) establish LSPs across local authority boundaries. 
3. What sources of funding are accessed by LSPs? 

LSPs receive no specific funding in their own right. As a good will gesture, Suffolk County Council has historically shared its Performance Reward Grant with LSPs. Some district and boroughs also donate funds, for example Suffolk Coastal District Council gave £100,000 to Suffolk Coastal LSP to delivery priorities. However, the majority of LSPs are heavily reliant on PRG funding. As LSPs are not legal bodies they also miss out on the opportunities to bid for external funds in their own right. 
4. How should LSPs link to the LAA and how is this working in practice? 

The relationship between district LSPs and the countywide LAA is fluid and is based on a genuine will to achieve common outcomes for Suffolk. All district/borough LSPs were heavily involved in the development of Suffolk’s LAA and have agreed which targets they will help to deliver locally. 
In practice, it has been difficult for LSPs to understand their contribution to LAA targets in the same way that Delivery Partnerships sometimes struggle to understand the impact of specific interventions (i.e. a target can be met without any specific intervention from at Delivery Partnership or a target can be missed despite numerous projects and resources going towards trying to achieve the target).
Many Delivery Partnerships are now working on the basis that the delivery of the outcomes set out in Suffolk’s Community Strategy is the main aim. If we deliver on these outcomes, Suffolk should also meet the agreed LAA targets. LSPs are also starting to consider this as the best approach.  
5. Are there any variations across Suffolk? 
The LSPs in Suffolk all differ slightly in size, membership, structure and style but they are all working to achieve their SCS and contribute to the achievement of LAA2.

Contact: Clair Harvey, SCC Head of Localities, 01473 265304, clair.harvey@suffolk.gov.uk 
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