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Summary

This paper provides additional information for the discussion on the forward work programme of the Suffolk Local Area Agreement Joint Scrutiny Panel (the Panel).

Objective

To decide the most effective methods for conducting the following items from its forward work programme of:
To scrutinise progress on the Suffolk Climate Action Plan; 
To scrutinise the Greenest County Communications Plan; and

To investigate how the Panel can engage communities and residents in scrutiny work.
The Panel may wish to:

a) Adopt one of the recommendations at paragraphs 7 - 9 of this paper; or

Recommend an alternative way forward.

	Contact Details

Name:

Telephone:

E-mail:


	Scrutiny Officer 

Sarah Harvey

01473 265553

sarah.harvey@suffolkcc.gov.uk 


	Local Councillor

All Councillors




Introduction

1. On 9 June 2009 that Panel agreed the report of the scrutiny sub group “Delivering Reductions in Suffolk’s Carbon Footprint”.  Recommendation 7 of that report was that “The Panel scrutinise progress on the Suffolk Climate Action Plan” and this is currently on the forward work programme for the June meeting.
2. The Panel also made several recommendations in the same report concerning communications issues, and has already received updates on these recommendations from the delivery partnership.  There are further updates in the recommendations and outcomes paper for consideration at this meeting.  One of the outcomes from these recommendations and updates has been a Communications Plan and at the 27 January meeting the Panel expressed a wish to scrutinise that action plan before it was implemented.
3. For some time the Panel members have been concerned about how best members of the public can be included in the scrutiny reviews that the Panel conducts and it was also agreed to place this item on the forward work programme.  It was originally scheduled for 24 March 2010, but had to be moved as the agenda was too full.  It is currently not scheduled.
4. At the 9 February 2010 forward work programme meeting the Chairman and Vice Chairman agreed to ask members how they would like to take these agenda items forward.

What are the Panel being asked to do?

5. The Panel are being asked to decide the best way to take these three topics forward.  Some recommendations are made at paragraphs 7 -9 of this paper, but the Panel may also have other views on how they wish to look at these three topics.
6. The Panel will also need to decide timescales and membership for any new sub groups that may be agreed and reporting timescales for any reviews by existing sub groups.
Recommendations
Suffolk Climate Action Plan
7. Currently this is on the forward work programme for scrutiny by the whole Panel on 28 July 2010.  In order to use the experience and expertise of the original Greenest County Scrutiny Sub Group members it is recommended that this scrutiny is taken forward by that sub group, and reported back to the main Panel.
Greenest County Communications Plan

8. Currently the scrutiny of this item is on the forward work programme for the whole Panel for 26 May 2010.  Since the 27 January meeting the Greenest County Communication Plan has been drafted and approved by the Greenest County Delivery Partnership Board, so is already in place.  Again, expertise in this area rests with the Greenest County Sub Group.  It is recommended that the Panel agree to place a review of this Communication Plan on the forward work programme for September 2010 and that this is taken forward by the Greenest County Sub Group and reported back to the main Panel.
Public Engagement in Scrutiny
9. In order to explore ideas and current expertise this issue may need more time than a single item at a meeting could allow.  It is recommended that this is taken forward by a sub group so that it can be thoroughly explored and recommendations made to the Panel on the best way forward.
10. Appendix 1 is the text of a speech by Rosie Winterton at the recent Local Government Chronicle (LGC) Conference, which contains some interesting thoughts on engaging with the public and prioritising the scrutiny workload. 
Appendices

11. Appendix 1

Speech by Rosie Winterton MP

LGC Scrutiny and Overview Conference 2009
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Supporting Information

Delivering Reductions in Suffolk’s Carbon Footprint - Report of the Scrutiny Sub Group

http://www.transformingsuffolk.co.uk/files/laa_scrutiny_panel/reports/2009/laa_jsp_greenest_county_sub_group_report_final.doc 
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