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Greenest County Communications Workshop update

The workshop was a great success, attracting a great deal of communications expertise from many organisations across the county.  The group succeeded in agreeing the outline of a new campaign for people in Suffolk to become more aware of the advantages of using energy more efficiently.  The details and launch are currently being worked on, but the initial launch is expected in late spring 2010.  The outline has been built on the experience of the success of “Don’t be a Tosser” and the lessons we have learned.  
The crucial point is that this campaign has been formulated jointly with expert partners such as the BBC and East Anglian Daily Times (EADT) in the room and we have agreed to champion it together.  This campaign will be incorporated into the Communications Plan and will be project managed by Anna Makepeace (Creating the Greenest County Project Officer).  Anna and David Walton (Suffolk Climate Change Partnership) are leading this work with all Delivery Partnership members, including all Local Authorities, BBC, EADT, Environment Agency and Anglia Water.
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Creating the Greenest Communities Network
The Network was launched at Great Barton Village Hall on Saturday 6th February, 10am – 3pm and had over 40 people from numerous groups attending. This first event was run as a day of open workshops, providing a forum for existing and new groups to meet together to provide inspiration and learning from their own communities. Successful projects already include bulk buying insulation, allotments, zero waste weeks and renewable energy systems. Advisors were also be on hand to discuss the latest funding opportunities. The day will ended with a tour around Pakenham Watermill, a 19th Century mill, restored and still milling local flour. 

Over the next year, the Network will continue to visit leading projects across the county giving groups the opportunity to talk about their experiences and share what they have learned. Future events will also host themed training and workshops on a range of 'green' topics.

The network is open to individuals who are already part of an environmental community, those looking to start a new group, parish councils, religious groups, sports clubs and any not for profit organisations based in Suffolk.

Whether it’s a full blown Transition Town or just a curious parish, there’s an opportunity to come along to find out what is happening around the county and how you can join in.
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