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Suffolk Local Area Agreement Joint Scrutiny Panel

Scrutiny of Suffolk Local Area Agreement 2 – Final Selection of Local Indicators held on 12 March 2008

Report of the Joint Scrutiny Panel 

Introduction

Suffolk’s Community Strategy (SCS) sets out the twenty year ambition for the county.  One key method for delivery of SCS is in three year cycles through the Local Area Agreements.  LAA2 is the first of these and will include up to 35 local indicators to help Suffolk achieve its identified priorities and desired outcomes.  Working with partners and stakeholders a shortlist of proposed indicators was produced and consultation on this list is took place during the period from 4 February to 6 March 2008. 

On 11 February 2008 the Local Area Agreement (LAA) Joint Scrutiny Panel (JSP) considered a paper providing the opportunity to scrutinise and take part in the consultation process for the proposed local indicators to be included in the Local Area Agreement 2 (LAA2).   The JSP produced a report following this meeting, which summarised the outcomes and recommendations of that scrutiny and this was submitted to the Core Group, the Chief Executives Group and the Accountable Bodies Group for their consideration when finalising the proposed list of local indicators.

The Consultation process ended on 6 March 2008 and the Core Group met on 7 March 2008 to consider the feedback they had received.  On 12 March 2008 the JSP met again to consider the outcomes of this Core Group meeting, which will form the proposals to be submitted to the Chief Executives Panel and the Accountable Bodies Group.  This report contains the recommendations from this meeting.

Recommendations and comments of the JSP following the scrutiny of 12 March

1. The JSP supports the recommendations of the Core Group for the selection of local indicators to go forward to the Chief Executives’ Panel and the Accountable Bodies Group for consideration.

Reasons for this recommendation:

The JSP considered the findings of the Core Group and compare these with the recommendations contained in their 11 February 2008 report.

The JSP noted that:

a) The paper submitted for their use contained performance data and background information that had previously been unavailable to them.

b) The paper also contained comments and details of the levels of support that each indicator had received from consultees, who had relevant expertise.

c) The paper contained much complex information, but was well presented and easy to understand, making this task simpler.  Officers were commended for this excellent piece of work.

With this extra information the JSP re-visited its recommendations and compared these with the recommendations of the Core Group.

The JSP noted that many of their findings concurred with Core Group recommendations.

Where they did not concur the JSP considered the new information submitted to them and were able to agree with the decision of the Core Group.

2. The recommendations and comments of the JSP relating to the Consultation Process in general, which are detailed in paragraph 6 of its report of the scrutiny on 11 February 2008, are considered for any future consultation exercise.

Reasons for this recommendation:

The JSP believes that accepting these recommendations would enhance the consultation and scrutiny processes.

Further question for consideration

3. How will other identified areas of poor performance in Suffolk, which are not picked up by these proposed Indicators, be monitored and measured?

Objectives of the Scrutiny held on 12 March 2008

To examine the proposed final list of local indicators and measures for the Suffolk Local Area Agreement 2 (LAA2).  

The JSP may:

d) Seek to influence the decision of Chief Executives Panel on 14 March;

Seek to influence the decision of Accountable Bodies Group on 28 March;

Wish to provide input and evidence for the negotiations with Government Office prior to the final sign off of LAA2.

The detailed objectives for this scrutiny can be found in the original report for the 12 March 2008 meeting, which can be accessed at http://www.onesuffolk.co.uk/laa/scrutinypanel/agendas+and+pages.htm
Glossary

LAA

-
Local Area Agreement

LAA2 

– 
Local Area Agreement 2 (2008-2011)

JSP 

– 
Joint Scrutiny Panel

SCS 

–
Suffolk Community Strategy 
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